Project Plan:  What Can You Discover About the World Around You?
Step 1:  Prepare a Question

1.
Choose a topic that interests you. Think about what kind of data you could collect on that topic that would have an important purpose after it is collected. Prepare a question you want to answer about that topic. Write your question here.
     

2.
Explain how the wording of your question avoids bias.

     


3.
Explain why your topic is or is not a sensitive one for different cultures?  If it is, how will you deal with this? 
     

4.
Test your question on another person. If you need to make changes, write your new question here.
     


Step 2:  Identify the Population and (Possibly) Choose a Sample

5.
Describe the population for your data collection.


a) Will you collect data from the population or a sample? Identify which you will be using and why.

     

b) If you work with a sample, how will you select the sample to ensure it represents the population?

     


6.
Explain how your choice of population or sample takes into account the time and cost of the project.


     

7.
Explain how you will collect the data.  

     

a. Explain how you will be sure that the timing of your data collection will influence your data.”
     
b. Explain how you will make sure the data collection will not be disruption to others.



     
c. Explain how you will make sure you take into consideration any privacy concerns.
     
Step 3:  Collect the Data from Your Chosen Sample or Population
Step 4: Analyze and Display the Data

9.
Organize the data.  Consider using a spreadsheet.
     
10.
Make an appropriate graph (bar, line, circle, etc.) to display your data. Submit this graph with your final presentation. Graphs can be done neatly by hand or electronically. 
11.
Analyze your results. 
a. What conclusions can you make
     
b. How could your results be useful? 


     
c. For whom could they be useful? 


     


Step 5: Present Your Findings

Create a way to present your findings. This can be by a slideshow, video, music video, etc..

During your presentation, answer the following questions:
12.
Why did you choose your topic?

     
13.
If you chose a sample, how did you try to ensure the conclusions would be valid?

     
14.
Why did you choose to display the data the way you did?

     
15.
Are you surprised by the results?  Explain.

     
16.
Who might be interested in you data and why?

     
17.
If you were to repeat the project, what steps would you take to improve it?  Explain.

     
Step 6: Assess Your Presentation

18.
Use the attached rubric to assess your presentation.
